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and process, and a forecast of the future ; (4) a voicing of the notion that 
one of the main purposes of sociological study is to furnish adequate 
guidance for social ameliorative effort. 

The heterogeneous and somewhat informal contents of this volume do not 
prevent it from being a contribution of distinct worth to sociological litera- 
ture. The student of applied sociology will find the paper by Professor Ged- 
des on " Civics," and that by Mr. Mann on " Life in an Agricultural Vil- 
lage, " to be especially suggestive and stimulating. On the whole, however, 
the most valuable portion of the work probably consists in the discussions 
and written communications in connection with the papers on the Value and 
Method of Sociology. Here the student will find the quintessence of the 
thought regarding these fundamental questions of many eminent specialists 
in many lines of research. It would be interesting, did not the limits of 
this notice forbid, to contrast the diverse opinions expressed by such 
authorities as Paul Barth, Marcel Bernes, James Bryce, Professor Cosentini, 
Alfred Fouillee, Professor Koralerski, Achille Loria, J. S. Nicholson, Pro- 
fessor Sorley, Dr. S. R. Steinmetz, Dr. Rene Worms, and many others of 
equal rank who contribute to the discussions. The mere mention, however, 
of these names is sufficient to indicate the wealth of suggestive thought 
which is here placed before the student of sociology. 

It is to be regretted that a book which in so many respects is praise- 
worthy should suffer for an unnecessary lack of coherence in the arrange- 
ment of its contents and from careless proof-reading. 

R. F. Hoxie. 



Socialistes et sociologues. Par J. Bourdeau. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1905. — 
pp. 196. 

The single purpose of this book seems to be to show the errors and weak- 
nesses, theoretical, practical, and personal, of the socialists. Superficially 
the volume has the appearance of a scientific work, though hardly a sys- 
tematic one. As the discussion goes forward under the main heads, 
" Questions de sociologie," ** Theoriciens socialistes " and " Le socialisme 
en action," it is the natural supposition of the reader that the author intends 
to offer a criticism of socialistic theory on the basis of a study of sociological 
fundamentals. This apparently is M. Bourdeau' s aim, but it is hardly 
realized. As a matter of fact the book consists of a series of practically 
disconnected essays, in the main popular and polemical though not alto- 
gether unscientific. 

The author's positive view-point as expressed in the volume is sufficiently 
indicated by the following quotations : 

*' A travels l'histoire, comme a travers l'histoire naturelle, les individus 
et les groupes, les classes sociales comme les especes animates, se trouvent 
en lutte, en concurrence perpetuelle ; chaque groupe, chaque classe est 
menee par une elite, . . . qui comprende les mieux adaptes, les plus ener- 
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giques etles plus habiles, et tire a elle le profit principal. . . . Ce combat 
eternel qui a cr66 la civilisation .... varie en degre, en intensite, en 
complexity, mais ne s'arrete pas un seul instant, et nous ne pouvons prevoir 
qu' il cessera dans 1' avenir, etant donne la stabilite du caractere humain. Les 
groupes les plus forts opprimeront toujours les groupes les plus faibles, 
s'ils sont incapable de se defendre, de tenir leur adversaires en respect, et 
le mond ideal de justice et de paix ne convient qu' a' un inscription de 
cimetiere " (p. 145). "Sacrifier 1' elite a la foule serait un crime de lese 
humanity " (p. 72). 

Armed with these notions M. Bourdeau has little difficulty in proving 
socialism to be the false dreams and tyrannical theories of inconsistent 
malcontents. 

The volume is perhaps worth reading by those who have neither the time 
nor patience for serious study of the matter concerned. 

R. F. Hoxie. 

A Text-Book of Sociology. By James Ouayle Dealey and Frank 
Lester Ward. New York, The Macmillan Co., 1905. — pp. xxv, 
326. 

This book " is based fundamentally on Pure Sociology" and contains 
" in epitome the essential elements " of Dr. Ward's sociological system. 
As such it aims to give "a clear and concise statement of the field of 
sociology, its scientific basis, its principles as far as these are at present 
known, and its purpose." 

The authors of this work conceive of sociology as the synthesis of all the 
special social sciences, which thus constitute merely its data. Thus con- 
ceived, sociology is to them a true science, — a domain of force whose 
specific manifestations can be isolated and named, and whose operations 
under manifold conditions can be reduced to definite laws. The study of 
this science appeals to them as a study of social forces in action. The 
emphasis in this work, therefore, is on the genetic and functional rather 
than on the morphological aspect of social phenomena. Hence, aside 
from an introductory discussion of data, method, etc., it consists of a study 
of the origin, classification, nature, and action of social forces in the de- 
velopment of society. 

An essential feature of the book is its emphasis on the idea that social 
development tends more and more to become conscious and teleological, 
and therefore on the practical value of the study of sociology. The work 
finds its justification " in the desire to present in simple and popular form, 
those scientific principles that must ultimately be used as guides for col- 
lective activity." 

The treatment throughout the book is altogether constructive and non- 
controversial. The style is very clear and attractive, considering the 
character of the work. A well-selected bibliography follows the table of 
contents. R. F. Hoxie. 



